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troops that were going to Egypt will now land at Marseilles
as we think we must have every man in France."

On our return from the motor drive I found everyone
furious with Kitchener. They told me that one of our
officers had come back that morning from the front
suffering from a slight wound and had asked to see Lord
Kitchener. The latter enquired whether he had come
from General French, and, hearing that he had not,
said:

" Then arrest him! "

It was an interesting sidelight on K's methods, but as
we had been fighting from the 22nd till the 27th of August,
and knew none of the names of our dead or wounded, it
seemed both autocratic and foolish not to get all possible
information, and from anyone we could.

We spent the week-end of August the 30th at my
brother Frank's place, Lympne, in Kent.

We had had no news from Sir John French and a
telegram we received from the President of the French
Republic filled us with apprehension; this was followed
by a long message from Lord Kitchener of such a con-
fidential character that on receiving it we motored up to
London on Sunday night, arriving in Downing Street at
two in the morning.

At the Cabinet meeting next day my husband took a
momentous decision in which the honour of England was
involved, and if this advice had been disregarded he would
have resigned.

Lord Kitchener was sent on a secret mission to France
to tell Sir John French that our army was not to move
away from Paris, and to persuade him to take the offensive
as soon as possible.

September        On the 3rd of September, Henry came into my bed-
3rd, 1914     room:

"Nothing can be more serious than our position,"
he said, " indeed the whole situation at the front. The
French Government has left Paris and gone to Bordeaux."